Postmortem central catecholamines and antemortem cognitive impairment in elderly schizophrenics and controls.
Central catecholamine concentrations were determined in autopsy brain samples from 19 elderly schizophrenic patients and controls. Data from the hypothalamus and nucleus accumbens demonstrate altered catecholamine metabolism associated with cognitive impairment in these subjects. Both loci show decrements of norepinephrine concentrations, while the nucleus accumbens samples also show increased dopamine, dihydroxyphenylacetic acid, and 3-methoxy-4-hydroxyphenylglycol concentrations associated with dementia in these subjects. The data argue for examination of catecholamine metabolism with respect to dementia in a broad range of elderly subjects.